Phonics Screener for Intervention™ (PSI™)
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Resource Type: An easy-to-administer informal diagnostic assessment that
enables teachers to pinpoint phonics skills deficits and determine where to begin

intervention instruction. The screener works in conjunction with universal Ash U
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assessments and is offered as a school site license, with a one-time fee and access (PSI™)
to online consumables. From Assessment to Groups

o Instruction

95 Percent Group’s Phonics Screener for Intervention™ (PSl) provides data about
a student’s ability to read single syllable and multisyllable words that contain
specific phonics patterns. Its purpose is to inform instruction by identifying
missing skills that may impair a student’s ability to read effectively.

95 Percent Group's Phonics Continuum . : :
Skills Mastered at Grades 1-3 The continuum shows how reading skills should be mastered

in order, by grade level, from simple to complex concepts.
PS/ identifies the phonics skills students have not yet
mastered and aligns with 95 Percent Group’s phonics
instructional materials (Phonics Lesson Library, Phonics Chip
Kits, and Multisyllable Routine Cards), so educators know
exactly where to begin instruction to address the student’s
skill deficit(s).

Simpde Complex

This informal assessment indicates whether a student has
mastery of basic and advanced phonics skills, multisyllable words, and the Dolch sight word list. PS5/ is
administered to any student whose Curriculum Based Measures indicate that phonics intervention is
appropriate and can also be used to determine skill mastery. The screener is divided into three parts:

Basic Phonics Skills: Assesses reading of pseudosyllables and real words in sentences that contain one
specific skill at a time: short vowel CVC patterns, consonant blends, consonant digraphs, and long vowel
silent-e

Advanced Phonics Skills: Includes predictable vowel teams, unpredictable vowel teams, r-vowels, and
complex consonants

Multisyllable Words: Assesses students while reading two-to-four-syllable words so that scores can be
calculated on which of the six syllable types are mastered or deficient

Staff can access all PSI materials online using their 95 Percent Group account to download: Getting
Started Guide, User’s Manual, Student Materials Booklet, Student Scoring Forms, and Classroom
Grouping Worksheets.

Click on the links provided to view our complete PSI brochure, additional PSI information in our web
store, and a copy of our Phonics Continuum. 95 Percent Group instructional materials and processes are
uniquely designed to provide targeted instruction on specific skills and address the knowledge-base and
skill-base of learning to read. Research Support for 95PG Products and Screeners provides additional
information.
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Purpose of a Phonics Screener

A phonics screener is an informal assessment that enables a teacher to identify missing
phonics skills tha tmay impair a student's ability to read effectively. Screener data is used to
determine which skills a student has mastered and which skills he or she is struggling to
read. Additionally, screener data is used to determine where to begin instruction to close
instruction- not to diagnose a learning disability.

95 Percent Group’s Phonics Continuum

Skills Mastered at Grades 1-3

Syllable Types:
= Closed

- Silent-a

- Opan

- Viowsel Team
- Consonant-i
= Viowal-r

Syllabic
Division Rules

Simple » Complex
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Description of the PSI

The Phonics Screener for Intervention (PSI") provides the assesor with data about a
student's ability to read words with phonics patterns, such as short vowels, long vowels,
r-controlled vowels, and multisyllable words. Phonics screeners are generally quite brief. As
an informal evaluation instrument, the PS/ is not norm-referenced or standardized. It is
criterion-referenced with a minimum acceptable score necessary to consider a student at
mastery level for each skill. The PSI may be given by any school staff member who has
knowledge of phonics rules. While screening a student, the assesssor will not only record
student responses as correct or incorrect, but will also record student miscues on incorrrect
responses. The assessment is not timed because the purpose is to pinpoint skill deficits, not
to determine fluency at applying a skill.
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